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European Union
EXTERNAL ACTION

SG.LD.ATD
Access to Documents Correspondent

Brussels, 5 December 2025
eeas.sg.ld (2025) 12830941

To

Mr Valentin Redl
by electronic mail

Subject: Your request for access to documents of 17 November 2025
EEAS reference: 2025/164

Dear Mr Redl,

I would like to thank you for your request for access to documents, which the EEAS has
examined in the framework of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001.1

In your application, you request access to “Strategic Papers of the EEAS on the EU's position
towards the Russian Presence in Libya between 2019 and 2025. ” After having consulted with
the EEAS Division responsible for the geographical area concerned, | confirm that the EEAS
is in possession of documents falling within the scope of your request. However, their public
disclosure (including their total number and titles) would undermine the protection of the
public interest as regards public security, defence and military matters, and the EU
international relations, as per Article 4(1)(a), first, second and third indents of the Regulation.

The requested documents are based on information gathered by EU delegations and classified
contributions from EU Member States’ intelligence services. Their public release would risk
not only endangering the sources and methods through which the information was collected
but also make known to the public — and collaterally to non-EU countries and their
intelligence and security services — the level and the nature of information gathered. Such a
public release would specifically and actually undermine the protection of the public interest
as regards public security, defence and security matters as well international relations of the
EU and its Member States in the geographical area at issue, in particular since this information

! Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council regarding public access to European
Parliament, Council and Commission documents (OJ L 145, of 31.5.2001, p. 43, hereafter the "Regulation "), as applied
by the EEAS pursuant to Article 11(1) of the Council Decision 2010/427/EU of 26 July 2010 establishing the organisation
and functioning of the European External Action Service (OJ L 201, of 3.8.2010, p. 30).
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may be used by hostile or malicious actors against the interests of the EU or its Member
States. Indeed, releasing the requested documents would adversely affect the capacity of the
EU and its Member States to define their strategic goals and actions in Libya in the fields of
security, defence as well international relations.

| have considered whether partial access could be granted to the requested documents. However,
all the substantive parts, including their titles, are covered by the invoked exceptions.

Therefore, | regret to inform you that we are not in a position to disclose the requested
documents at this point in time, neither in full nor partially, since it would undermine the
protection of the public interest as regards public security, defence and military matters, and
the EU international relations, as per Article 4(1)(a), first, second and third indents of the
Regulation.

Should you wish this position to be reviewed, you may submit a confirmatory application
within 15 working days in accordance with Article 7(2) of the Regulation.

Yours sincerely,
[e-signed]

Seppo Nurmi

Electronically signed on 05/12/2025 13:03 (UTC+01) in azccordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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