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On the Swedish view concerning the use of new genomic 
techniques on plants

Sweden welcomes the analyses of the current situation regarding new 
genomic techniques (NGT) on plants presented by the Commission in the 
public consultation. Sweden would like to take this opportunity to convey 
some general views concerning this issue.

Sweden agrees with the position that the current GMO-lcgislation is not fit 
for purpose for targeted mutagenesis or cis-gcnesis in plants. Thus, Sweden 
would welcome solutions that make the legislation more proportional to 
risks, with an increased focus on the properties of the product. Sweden 
believes that taking the properties of the resulting product into 
considerations will enable us to make a better assessment of the safety of the 
product on health and the environment.

It is important that the legislation and the process of application is flexible 
enough to accommodate future technological advances, while at the same 
time ensuring appropriate consideration regarding potential risks to 
environment and health. It is our view that the future legislation should 
enable the use of technological advances and of innovations for the 
transition to a more sustainable food system while at the same time 
minimizing possible risks for health or the environment. All new plant 
varieties should be safe to use.

Sweden welcomes an integrated approach in handling the three dimensions 
of sustainability. The competitiveness of small and medium sized companies 
within the EU is important and will enable plant breeding that increases the 



cultivated diversity both in the terms of more varieties to choose from and 
hopefully a larger number of different sustainable and resilient crops.

Sweden welcomes the discussions concerning sustainability evaluations of 
plants produced by new genomic techniques. Many aspects concerning 
sustainability are best analysed on landscape level. I lowever, we see some 
properties that may contribute to a more sustainable food system in all 
member states, although possibly of different importance:

• Resistance to different pests is an important issue and may be 
relevant for the whole of EU.

• More resilient and robust plants that need less inputs will be 
important for climate change adaptation and reduced herbicide and 
fertilizer use. This will have to be closely monitored in order to 
ensure the non-invasivness of the new plants.

• Plants that arc especially tailored to enable a more environmentally 
friendly food industry, e.g., properties that reduces the need for 
chemical treatments, also have a very important role to play in the 
transition to a more sustainable and resilient food system.

In conclusion, Sweden welcomes the initiative and look forward to the 
Commission proposal.
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