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The United States welcomes the opportunity to engage with the European Commission, 
including in regulator-to-regulator discussions, on policies that relate to transparency, 
traceability, and labeling of the products that would meet the EU’s definition of NGTs in the 
marketplace.  The current U.S. regulatory approach to biotechnology does not require the 
traceability or labeling of some products of targeted mutagenesis and cisgenesis.  Negative 
public perception of biotechnology can pressure regulators to take approaches that are not 
science-based or risk-based, and do not increase the level of protection for consumers.  Likewise, 
regulatory systems that lack transparency reduce public trust in decision-making, delay product 
adoption, and disrupt trade.  We encourage the European Commission to take an approach that 
further strengthens public trust in the decisions under its regulatory authorities.  We believe that 
the European Commission could achieve its goals by further aligning its policy approach with 
major biotechnology producing countries, such as the United States, that have a strong record of 
the safe use of these products.  We also believe increased predictability of the European Union’s 
comitology process and support for science-based safety findings would strengthen public 
perception of the policy decisions taken by the European Commission. 
 
The United States and the European Union have a shared interest in developing regulatory 
approaches to products of biotechnology that ensure that their benefits be made widely available 
to farmers and food producers of all sizes and sectors to enhance the sustainability of agriculture 
and food systems.  Globally, over 25 years of scientific examination and commercial production 
have demonstrated the safety of products of biotechnology.  These products have enhanced 
sustainable agricultural practices by providing farmers and producers with additional tools to 
address pest and disease management issues, foster climate-smart production practices such as 
no-till agriculture, and enable water conservation.  Newer technologies, including genome 
editing, offer new opportunities to enhance sustainability.  This includes plant traits that can 
increase drought tolerance, enhance nutrient profiles, mitigate industrial waste, and help prevent 
consumer waste are currently under development.  Innovative biotechnology approaches are also 
being used to develop nutritionally fortified tomatoes, stem rust-resistant wheat, and drought- 
and heat-resistant wine grapes.  Significantly, many of these innovations are being jointly 
developed by United States and European public research institutions.  Burdensome regulatory 
requirements for the approval, cultivation, and marketing of new products are likely to inhibit 
innovation, and disadvantage producers of minor, specialty, traditional, and other crops not 
widely produced.   
 
The United States would like to underscore our mutual interest in innovative biotechnology 
products, the considerable potential they offer to advance agricultural innovation, and the 
opportunities we jointly have to address key agricultural challenges such as food security, 
sustainability, and climate adaptation.  We look forward to further discussions with the European 
Union on the important questions raised in this public consultation.  We believe that increased 
cooperation will ensure that farmers globally have the tools needed to produce abundant, safe, 
and affordable crops for food, feed, fiber, and energy to the benefit of consumers in the European 
Union, the United States, and around the globe. 
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