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Ref: 17-2025

Subject: Reply to request for access to documents

Dear Mr Alun Jones,

We refer to your request registered and acknowledged on 21 July 2025 with reference number Ref.:
17/2025.

In your application, the subject of your request is ‘Access to documents request - This request concerns the
EBA Academy project, operated by EIT InnoEnergy and co-funded by the EIT between 2022 and 2025’

Pursuant to Regulation (EC) 1049/2001 regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and
Commission documents ('the Regulation'), and Article 17 of Regulation (EU) No 2021/819 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 20 May 2021 on the European Institute of Innovation and Technology ('EIT
Regulation'), we have identified the following documents as falling within the scope of your request:

A. Learner Statistics and Documentation

e Furopean Battery Alliance (EBA) Academy Progress Report M36
B. In Indirect Learner Claims; C. KPI and Grant Framework

o  GRANT AGREEMENT on Project: European Battery Alliance (EBA) Academy activities (hereinafter,
‘Grant Agreement’) and Annexes

e Amendment No.1 of Grant Agreement Battery Alliance (EBA) Academy activities (hereinafter,
Amendment of the Grant Agreement’) and Annexes

You may find below our response to your three questions in your email:

A. Learner Statistics and Documentation:
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The document identified containing the requested information has already been provided in our response
to your previous request for documents (Ref:16/2025) for Annex 7 European Battery Alliance (EBA) Academy
Progress Report M36. You may find it attached again in this reply. In particular, the information you are
requesting is on page 118 and this part was not redacted in our former reply dated 20 June 2025.

Regarding the request on ‘documents related to the verification, audit, or validation of the claim that 112,000
learners were trained by the EBA Academy’, please note that as specified in Article 2(3) of the Regulation,
the right of access (as defined in the Regulation) applies only to existing documents in the possession of the
institution. Given that that no final report has been submitted to the EIT by the KIC to date, we do not hold
any documents corresponding to the description given in your application. Therefore, we are unable to fulfil
this part of your request.

B. Indirect Learner Claims and C. KPI and Grant Framework

Under point B, you request access to ‘any internal or external documentation defining or justifying the use
of a 7:1 indirect learner multiplier, including: its origin or basis; whether it was included in the original grant
agreement, KPIs, or any amendments,; whether this ratio was accepted by EIT or the European Commission
as a valid indicator of project performance; any documents that describe how indirect learners were:
counted or estimated; verified or audited; reported to funding authorities or included in performance
reviews, any clarification on whether EU funding disbursements were contingent upon achieving targets that
include indirect learners, or whether only direct certified learners were used to assess project success’.

Your request under point C also includes access to the following documents :

‘The original grant agreement, KPI framework, and any annexes defining the project’s key performance
indicators, including: the original and final performance targets (e.g. learner numbers); any revisions or
amendments to these KPIs; methods or benchmarks for tracking and evaluating these metrics; any official
monitoring or evaluation reports submitted to or by the EIT or European Commission assessing whether the
learner targets and educational objectives were met’.

The Grant Agreement and its annexes as well as the amendment to the Grant Agreement and its annexes
fall under the scope of these requests.

Please note that the identified documents are third-party documents. In accordance with Article 4 (4) of
the Regulation, we have consulted the EIT KIC InnoEnergy as the originator of these annexes to the Grant
Agreement and to the Amendment to the Grant Agreement. The purpose of this consultation was to enable
us to properly assess whether any of the exceptions, notably those concerning commercial interests (Article
4(2) of the Regulation), apply to these documents.

Following consultation and a careful examination of the identified documents, we have concluded as
follows:

1. Partial disclosure



elt European Institute of

Innovation & Technology Infopark
1/E Neumann Janos utca E: accessdocument@eit.europa.eu
1117 Budapest | Hungary W: eit.europa.eu

A body of the European Union

As regards the Grant Agreement and the Amendment of the Grant Agreement, some of their parts have
been blanked out as their disclosure is prevented by the exception to:

- commercial interest outlined in Article 4 (2), first indent of the Regulation. The disclosure of certain
parts of the documents would undermine the commercial interests of the beneficiary (e.g. prefinancing
amounts; bank account number, etc.). This is because a general presumption of non-disclosure applies
to such commercially and sensitive information, which relates to the implementation of the action,
methodologies, know-how, operational details, the timetable, the budget breakdown, and involved
partners.

Therefore, the following parts of these documents have been redacted:

e Grant Agreement on Project: European Battery Alliance (EBA) Academy activities
Page 9 —the section pre-financing payments and guarantees has been redacted because it includes
commercial confidential information (prefinancing amounts; bank account number etc.).
Disclosure of this information is prevented by the exception concerning the protection of
commercial interests, as stipulated in Article 4(2), first indent of the Regulation.

o Amendment No.1 of Grant Agreement Battery Alliance (EBA) Academy activities
Section 2 in page 2 and articles 2, 4 and 5 have been redacted pursuant to article 4(2), first indent
of the Regulation, because they contain sensitive commercial business information, such as
prefinancing amounts, information relating to the implementation of the action and involved
partners.

2. Refusal

Please note that the information requested under your question B — can be partially found under Annex |
(Application Form for a proposal for the European Battery Alliance (EBA) Academy activities version 4.0).

However, we must reject the disclosure of Annex | (Application Form for a proposal for the European Battery
Alliance (EBA) Academy activities version 3.0) and Annex Il (Application Form for a proposal for the European
Battery Alliance (EBA) Academy activities version 3.0 Annex 2- Budget form) to the Grant Agreement and
Annex | (Application Form for a proposal for the European Battery Alliance (EBA) Academy activities version
4.0) and Annex Il (Ref. Ares(2025)3711228) to the Amendment of the Grant Agreement.

This is because in accordance with the second indent of Article 4(2), a general presumption of non-
disclosure applies to commercial and sensitive information, which relates to the implementation of the
action, methodologies, know-how, operational details, the timetable, the budget breakdown, and involved
partners.
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3. Disclosure

Full access is granted to the remaining annexes of the Grant Agreement.

Should you disagree with the position taken in the reply provided to you in relation to your request, you are
entitled, in accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, to submit a confirmatory
application requesting the EIT to review this position. Such a confirmatory application should be addressed
within 15 working days upon receipt of this letter to the EIT Directorate at the following address:

Electronically: accessdocument@eit.europa.eu

By post:

EIT Directorate

European Institute of Innovation and Technology
Infopark

1/E Neumann Janos utca

1117 Budapest, Hungary

Yours sincerely,

Ilaria Tagliavini,
Head of Operations ® Communication & Engagement Unit
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Electronically signed on 07/08/2025 16:37 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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