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NOTE FOR THE FILE

Subject:  Mission Report — International Workshop on the consumption of extra
virgin olive oil, 13-15 September 2002 Rome

The workshop, organised by the IT farmer organisation Coldiretti in cooperation with
other organisations such as local government and the World Farmers organisation,
brought together international speakers on the topic of consumption of olive oil. The
sessions looked in to: olive oil tourism, consumer perceptions, health aspects and
different scenarios for the future olive oil market.

In the opening session the Commission was represented by Mr Berutti of CAB-
Wojciechowski and Art.4(1)b - privacy

The conference offered a deep insight in the current olive oil realities in today’s market.
Some of the leading themes brought forward in the different interventions throughout the
conference included:

e The call for recognition of the heritage, history and quality of olive oil. Olive oil
cannot be treated as any other commodity due to it special place in history and
diets.

e Several actors expressed concerns on the upcoming Front of Pack labelling.
While there is a broad agreement on the need for information and transparency,
the front of package does not provide the correct information. It focuses too much
on calories and not on diet choices and health aspects.

e A call for more detailed origin labelling. The current denomination EU/non-EU
may not inform consumers enough.

e Attention for the rising input costs in the sector (energy) and the strong impacts of
climate change on the sector

e A discussion on the idea to target new markets; in new countries but also in
specific niche markets in the EU such as zero waste retailers

e Several speakers referred to the revision of the international olive oil agreement
and in particular for revisiting the definitions of categories. The suggestion was
made that the extra virgin olive oil should be more restrictive and only for
premium oils and the sales of virgin oil should increase again.

e Health effect of consuming olive oil.
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In bilateral meetings the participants raised the issue of contaminants (DG SANTE) but
also the issue of sterols. Following climate change, the sterol level in some oil origins has
increased and this should be reflected in the definitions.

My presentation, opening the second day, based on data and market trends was well
received by the audience. Some of the concerns on FOP and bulk sales have been taken
away from the critical audience.
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