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FLASH OF THE CHAIR

Dear Delegates,

| am delighted to welcome you to the second formal meeting of the Working Party on
Competitiveness and Growth (High Level) (HLG) under the PL-DK-CY trio. We will start at 9:30
and it will be a full day meeting.

Ouir first item (9:30-11:30) will focus on the public procurement legal framework and its role as
a tool for competitiveness of the European Union. This item will start with a presentation by the
European Commission on the preliminary takeaways from the open public consultation on the
evaluation of the Public Procurement Directives. Then Member States will be invited to express
their views on how criteria related to sustainability and resilience should be integrated into
public procurement in the context of the EU industrial policy and in what cases we should
ensure European preference. Moreover, we will address the importance of simplifying
procurement procedures as one of the areas indicated for simplification during the
Competitiveness Council in March 2025. In order to best structure the discussion the trio
presidency has prepared questions to the Member States, included in the discussion paper.
Due to time constraints, delegations are kindly asked to limit their interventions to a maximum
of 3 minutes.

The second item on the agenda (11:30-13:00) shall focus on implementation dialogues and
reality checks as key enablers for authentic regulatory burden reduction. The Commission’s
renewed focus on regulatory simplification outlined in its Communication on Implementation
and Simplification sets out a vision on a simplification agenda. The success of implementation
dialogues and reality checks will depend on their proper design and application. Our debate
will focus on the conditions for success for these new consultation tools and how they can be
used to strengthen stakeholder engagement, especially of real practitioners and
representatives from a diversity of organisations. We will be joined by Pascal Leardini, Deputy
Secretary-General of the European Commission, who shall provide us with the state of play
on the deployment of these two new tools. Due to time constraints, delegations are kindly
asked to limit their interventions to a maximum of 2 minutes.

After this agenda item we shall have a working lunch (13:15-14:45), where we will be joined
by Elisabeth Werner, also Deputy Secretary-General of the European Commission. As the
European Commission is currently in the conceptual phase of preparing the Competitiveness
Coordination Tool (CCT), the HLG could support this process by identifying preliminary
preferences as regards the key features of the new tool. According to the Competitiveness
Compass, the CCT will be a key vehicle to deliver on the strategic priorities. It will aim to align
industrial and research policies and investments at EU and national levels. It is intended to
help implement new major initiatives and/or cross-border projects with European added value,
for structural economic transformation, productivity, long-term growth and high-quality jobs,
and benefitting the Single Market. The tool is to operate in conjunction with a streamlined
European Semester. In the initial phase, the Commission is to propose coordinating EU and
Member State policies in a few selected areas with clear added value for EU competitiveness,
as pilot cases. Current pilots include the automotive sector (truck loading stations along
highways) and Al gigafactories. Areas where policy intervention should be prioritized to
increase competitiveness are also being considered by the European Council and the
Competitiveness Council.

The lunch session will be an opportunity for the HLG members to have an informal exchange
of views together with the Commission about its reflections and plans on the new tool, on how



best to align industrial and research policies and investments at EU and national level around
projects of common European interest or EU added value, and on the link between the new
tool and existing analytical and coordination tools. The following questions could help guide
the lunch debate:

o What are your experiences with cross-border or regional/multi-country projects? Where
would stronger coordination at EU level bring additional value, and at what stage?

o Which existing analytical/reporting documents and (annual) monitoring processes
could feed into a future Competitiveness Coordination Tool?

After lunch, we shall move on to the last debate of the day (14:45-16:45), focusing on how to
shape funding to support the competitiveness of EU industry in the context of the
Competitiveness Fund. We will first be joined by representatives from the Lithuanian Cluster
Network (Lietuvos klasteriy tinklas, transparency register number: 682127397720-95) who will
provide us with insight on the funding needs and the challenges faced in the investment
journey, especially for stakeholders from smaller Member States, followed by a Q&A session.
Following this presentation, the European Commission will have a short presentation on its
plans regarding the Competitiveness Fund. Afterwords we will hold a debate on how to shape
the future Fund in a way that ensures its European added value and leverages both public
and private capital. We shall also consider how the Fund should ensure geographical balance
and how to simplify funding mechanisms, especially for SMEs. Due to time constraints,
delegations are kindly asked to limit their interventions to a maximum of 3 minutes.

The European Commission has also requested for an Any Other Business item at our meeting
to give delegations information about the missions to India and Japan. As an Any Other
Business item the Commission will debrief HLG members on meeting of Executive Vice-
President Séjourné with Industrial Forum on 10 April 2025.

Do zobaczenia!

Kind regards,
Bartek
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